



TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING  


Tuesday September 26, 2017 
Tarzana Elementary School Auditorium                                 

5726 Topeka Dr., Tarzana, CA 91356

1. Call to Order by Len Shaffer, president of TNC at 7:15 p.m. Welcoming Remarks and Pledge. 
Roll Call: David Garfinkle, Harvey Goldberg, Eran Heissler, Susan Lord, Jeff Mausner, Iris Polonsky, Terry Saucier, Ken Schwartz, Len Shaffer, Richard Silverman, Jennifer Varela (left at 10:23 p.m.), and Esther Wieder. (Six absent:  Pam Blattner, Elliot Durant, Barry Edelman, Max Flehinger, Joyce Greene, and Bob Schmaeff). Quorum established with 12 members.
2.  Remarks by representatives of public officials: 
Assembly Member Matt Dababneh thanked the neighborhood council for providing him with information on what’s happening in the 45th Assembly District. Upcoming events: Oct. 5th, Senior Town Hall open to all ages at One Generation Senior Center on Victory Blvd. There will be speakers, health screenings, public preparedness updates and legislation that affects seniors. November 8, 2017, there will be a General Town Hall meeting with State Attorney General Buscera. His office will be hosting open office hours for anyone to meet him and talk about issues. He promised to always be accessible to stakeholders. He gave an update on the funding that was granted to Tarzana/Providence Hospital for seismic retrofitting and improvements to make it a state-of-the-art hospital. He is interested in making healthcare more affordable and accessible for all Californians. He discussed different legislation he’s worked on to protect the environment, protect consumers from financial abuse, and to prevent puppy mills from operating within the state (AB45).
Svetlana Pravina from Councilman Bob Blumenfield’s office gave a report: Sepulveda Basin will be sprayed for West Nile Virus on Sept. 27th, there will be a meeting on Oct. 12 for the improvements to the L.A. River bike path by the Department of Engineering. She gave an update on the Northridge power outage in July and how the Councilmember has asked LADOT to provide updates via text to customers when there are power outages. She also talked about updates to the Ventura Blvd./Cahuenga Specific Plan.   

LAPD Senior Lead Officer Daryl Scoggins announced the open house on 10/2817 West Valley Division. He gave crime stats for the previous month: 5 robberies, 2 aggravated assaults due to road rage, 5 motor vehicles stolen and 18 broken into, 12 thefts along the boulevard and 40 home break-ins. He then provided information on how thieves have been scoping out neighborhoods and the cars they use for burglaries. 
Raffi Assadorian from the L.A. City Attorney’s Office talked about a draft ordinance to regulate legalized marijuana stores. The ordinance would regulate taxing and other regulations on use. 
3.  Public Comments: Jasmine Barbery, DONE Rep. spoke about the 2018 election procedures.
4.  Budget Advocate Report, Brian Allen (stood in for the regular Budget Advocate) saying they are developing committees to talk with individual departments and addressing a number of issues. 
5.  Presentation: Walter Foley of Food & Water Watch – (Jeff Mausner recused himself). This proposal would ban drilling and other oil field activities within 2500 feet of residential properties and other specified, high density locations in Los Angeles. He talked about the increase in malignant cancers in the Aliso Canyon area with two teachers there passing away. He pointed out that the toxic chemical used in these drilling operations damage the nervous system, endocrine and reproductive systems. People are getting sick and currently, regulations don’t protect homeowners or residents in these areas. By having a setback distance it will avert some of the largest health impacts in high density areas.
6.  (Heissler/Weider) moved approval of the minutes of August 22, 2017 meeting as revised. The motion carried.  
7.  (Goldberg/Lord) moved approval of August 2017 expenditures for submission to DONE (MER). The motion carried.  
8.  (Goldberg/Polonsky) moved approval of Financial Statements as of August 31, 2017. The motion carried.
9.  (Heissler/Goldberg) moved, the TNC Board approves the Executive Committee’s recommendation to appoint Susan Rogen to the open South Area Representative board position. The motion carried.
10.  (Heissler/Wieder) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation regarding the request from the Animal Welfare Committee to purchase a "Bone Pool," a wading pool for dogs, for the use by the Volunteers at the West Valley Shelter, to not exceed $300.” The motion carried unanimously.
11.  (Goldberg/Silverman) moved, “Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Budget Committee’s recommendation regarding the request from the Animal Welfare Committee to purchase a 12x20 foot canopy for use of the Volunteers at the West Valley Shelter, in the backyard, for not to exceed $300.” The motion carried unanimously.
12.  (Goldberg/Polonsky) moved, “Resolved: Based on approval of the above agenda items 10 and 11 the TNC Board approves a revised budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018 as follows: General and Operational Expenditures $10,080.00, Neighborhood Purpose Grants $550 and Community Improvement Projects $8,928.57, for a total budget of $19,558.57.” The motion carried unanimously.
Consent Calendar: 13 – 16 & 18 & 20:  The board voted to vote on these motions as a group (Susan Lord abstaining):

13.  Council File 17-0002-S66 - Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Animal Welfare Committee’s request to file a CIS supporting Council File 17-0002-S66 regarding AB 1199 (the Pet Canine Encounters Protection Act), which will provide training to California peace officers about how to both quickly and safely respond to unexpected situations when encountering a dog, which invaluable training will give them the tools to protect themselves as well as the life of a treasured canine family member. The Animal Welfare Committee Chair is authorized to send a letter to Assemblymember Nazarian informing him of our support for the city’s position.

14. Council File 17-0170 - Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Animal Welfare Committee’s request to file a CIS in support of Council File 17-0170 re-affirming the city council’s goal to make Los Angeles a “no kill” city for all healthy adoptable shelter animals by December 31, 2017. The Animal Welfare Committee Chair is authorized to communicate this resolution to Brenda Barnette, Dana Brown and Louis Dedeaux of the Animal Services Dept., the Board of Animal Services Commissioners, and Councilmembers Koretz and Blumenfield.

15.  Council File 17-0413 Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Animal Welfare Committee’s request to file a CIS in support of Council File 17-0413 directing the appropriate city departments to prepare an EIR to allow reconsideration of a proposed Citywide Cat Program that applies to all “free roaming cats” including feral cats and stray cats, utilizing the Project Description as detailed in the April 11, 2017 Department of Animal Services (DAS) report.  The Animal Welfare Committee Chair is authorized to communicate this resolution to Brenda Barnette, Dana Brown and Louis Dedeaux of the Animal Services Dept., the Board of Animal Services Commissioners, Councilmembers Koretz and Blumenfield, and at public meetings for the scoping process.

16. Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Animal Welfare Committee’s request to support the use of all kennels at the West Valley Shelter, including the Training Kennels, Puppy Kennels, and kennels in the Grooming Room, before any healthy, adoptable animals are killed for lack of space at any of the City Shelters. The Animal Welfare Committee Chair is authorized to communicate this resolution to Brenda Barnette, Dana Brown and Louis Dedeaux of the Animal Services Dept., the Board of Animal Services Commissioners, and Councilmembers Koretz and Blumenfield.
18. Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Transportation Committee’s recommendation that a letter be sent to BSS GM Nazario Sauceda regarding the known, dangerous conditions caused by tree roots lifting the street on Elenita
 St. between Greenbriar Dr and Valdez Dr and on Greenbriar Dr between Coldstream Terr and Midwick Ln.
20. Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Executive Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to Governor Brown requesting that he sign AB908 allowing Providence Tarzana Medical Center to delay earthquake retrofitting until 2022 in order to allow construction of the new hospital wing.
The motions all were passed.

17.  (            ): Resolved: The TNC Board approves the Land Use Committee’s recommendations regarding the Encino-Tarzana Community Plan update as follows: (attached conditions). 
Public Comments:

· Robin Jaffe said she made a map and did outreach and found that 80% of people wanted to change zone from RA to RE so that you can build as much as you can on a large lot. She also didn’t agree on the two-story setback regulation.

· Lillian Wall said some of the regulations should be part of the Specific Plan.
· Kathy Delle Donne gave stats on RE-zoned properties. She felt there should be Town Hall meetings to educate the public and do proper outreach on this before taking action.
· Joel Jaffe thinks more time is needed to examine this and construct this plan.
· Craig Townsend said the RA zone has outlived its usefulness. He also thinks Melody Acres shouldn’t dictate for the rest of the area.
· Glenn Bailey said the Encino NC has voted to support to extend the Encino/Tarzana Community Plan up to Victory Boulevard.
Board member amendments included:

· Iris asked that #1 be removed. Len suggested amending the text to: “South of the Blvd. in the residential zones, RA becomes RE and R1 remains the same.”
· Len amended #4 to: “In order to accommodate the increased population, our goal is to allow increased height and increased FAR’s as bonuses within the meaning of SB1818, but that when we see a mix of population, height and density, FAR bonus’s should be based on a mix of low, very low or moderate income.”

· Harvey asked that in #7 the scrambling traffic crosswalks be removed.

· Len asked that #5 be removed from the community plan.

· Len also asked to strike #10, cool roofs.

After much discussion, the motion carried 13-0-0 and these recommendations will be sent to the Planning Department. 
19. (Shaffer/Wieder) moved, “Should the TNC create a Special Events Committee and allow the Outreach Committee to concentrate on outreach via social media, email and news media.” Esther was in favor of creating this new committee. The motion carried.
21. (Shaffer/Heissler) moved, “The TNC Board accepts the resignation of Board member Jon Reich communicated to the Executive Committee via email on August 31, 2017 and thanks him for his many contributions to the TNC.” The motion carried.

22.  Committee and other Reports
Outreach – There will be a Town Hall meeting in the Spring on a topic like Disaster Preparedness.
Land Use – David gave a Land Use report. 
Budget – Harvey asked that any items to be considered by the Budget Committee be sent to him by Oct. 11. Also, he noted there is a discrepancy with the tree planting company over the balance that is left amounting to $13,000.
Animal Welfare – Jeff spoke about a dog being killed in the high temperatures in the back of an Animal Services truck. There is no air conditioning in their vehicles. He also highlighted Councilmember’s Bluemenfield’s motion to allow rescues in commercial areas.
VANC Report – Len gave a report.
Beautification – Report on Tree Planting event May 13, 2017
Homeless Representative - Susan said there are a series of meetings scheduled for the implementation of Measure HHH for homeless housing. In NoHo, a large edifice is being constructed with medical capabilities to assist 250 homeless. She requested donations for food baskets to be purchased by LA Family Housing who will distribute them to needy families for Thanksgiving.
23. President’s Remarks

· The NC Congress was a good time.
· Board member Guy Bachar has missed more than 6 meetings and will be removed from the board.
24. Board Member Comment - None.
25. Adjournment: 11 p.m.
-Minutes by Pat Kramer, Apple One-
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